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Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. 
Since this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, 
and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the 
previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. 
Applicant's submission filed on 2 June 2004 has been entered. 

Applicant's Response 

In the correspondence submitted on 2 June 2004, Applicant cancelled 
Claims 1-3, added new Claims 27-45, and argued against all rejections 
previously set forth in the Office Action mailed on 12 March 2004. 

The objection to the drawings is withdrawn. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 4 is objected to because of the following informalities: 
• the term "direction" should be inserted between the terms "second" and 
"designation" in Line 6 because that is how the element is subsequently 
identified (see Lines 8-9); 
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• the term "a" in Line 7 should be amended to — the — because the "first 

direction designation position" is previously mentioned in the claim (see 
Lines 5-6); and 

• the term "a" in Line 8 should be amended to — the — because the 

"second direction designation position" is previously mentioned in the 
claim (see Line 6). 

Claim 27 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

• the term "direction" should be inserted between the terms "second" and 
"designation" in Line 10 because that is how the element is subsequently 
identified (see Line 12). 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as 

being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject 

matter which applicant regards as the invention. 
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Claim 23: 

The claim recites the limitation "disposing predetermined letters and 
symbols in a concentric circle form in M directions and N steps" in Lines 3-4. 
This limitation is indefinite because it is unclear how many "directions" and 
"steps" are claimed. As currently worded, the scope of the claim cannot be 
determined. Applicant may obviate this portion of the rejection by deleting all 
references to the number of "directions" and "steps." 

This limitation is also indefinite because it is unclear how the "letters and 
symbols" are "disposed" "in a concentric circle" "in steps" The examiner 
understands how the letters are disposed around the circle "in directions" in that 
the pointer is radially moved "in a direction" from the reference position to the 
outside of the circle towards a particular letter on the circle. However, the 
examiner cannot determine how the letters are "disposed" on the circle "in steps." 

The claim recites the limitation "a memory unit with a corresponding 
arrangement of M rows and N columns" in Lines 7-8. This limitation is indefinite 
because it is unclear what composes the "arrangement" of the memory unit and 
to what it "corresponds." 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 
Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 23 and 26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Royer et al., U.S. Patent No. 4,872,196. 
Claim 23: 

Royer discloses a Japanese letter input method for inputting letters and 
symbols in a letter set for use in a Japanese letter input device (see Column 1 , 
Lines 5-8 - Royer discloses this limitation, as clearly indicated in the cited text), 
comprising the steps of: 

• disposing predetermined letters and symbols in a concentric circle form in 
M directions and N steps (see Column 2, Lines 20-33 - Royer discloses 
this limitation in that the matrix array includes "predetermined letters and 
symbols" that are "disposed in a concentric circle;" for example, the letters 
NA, MU, NO and SU are "predetermined" and "disposed in a concentric 
circle" with the letter NU located at the center of the circle); and 

• inputting letters or symbols by designating, in a predetermined sequence, 
coordinates corresponding to the M directions and N steps by using a 
position input device, wherein selection of letters or symbols is made 
using a memory unit with a corresponding arrangement of M rows and N 
columns (see Column 4, Lines 3-21 - Royer discloses this limitation in that 
it includes a "rocker" key that inputs the desired symbol by first specifying 
a consonant column by rocking the key to the left and then specifying a 
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vowel row by rocking the key to the right; by rocking the "rocker" key in 
two directions, the display can navigate the kata-kana matrix). 

Claim 26: 

Royer discloses the method of Claim 23, wherein the letter set includes 
romanji alphabet letters, numerals and symbols (see Column 2, Lines 20-33 - 
Royer discloses this limitation, as clearly indicated in the cited text). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 4-22 include allowable subject matter for the reasons indicated in 
the Office Action dated 30 September 2003. The objections to Claim 4 must 
addressed before the claims are allowed, however. 

Claims 24 and 25 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. Additionally, the 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, for Claim 23 must be 
obviated. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable 
subject matter: 
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Claim 24: 

The prior art fails to disclose or suggest a Japanese letter input method for 
inputting letters and symbols in a letter set for use in a Japanese letter input 
device, comprising the steps of: 

• disposing Japanese letters and symbols in a concentric circle form in 
directions; and 

• inputting letters or symbols with a position input device by designating, in 
a predetermined sequence, coordinates corresponding to the directions; 

• making selections of the letters or symbols using a memory unit having a 
corresponding arrangement of rows and columns, 

wherein the letter set is a 50-letter set in which: 

o kana letters of the same consonant are arranged in the same direction; 
o kana letters of the same vowel are arranged on the same 

circumference; and 
o symbols are disposed in a directional concentric form. 

Claims 25: 

This claim is dependent upon Claim 24 and thus includes allowable 
subject matter. 
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Claims 27-45 include allowable subject matter for the reasons indicated in 
the following paragraph. The objections to Claim 27 must addressed before the 
claims are allowed, however. 
Claim 27: 

The prior art fails to disclose or suggest a Japanese letter input method for 
inputting letters in a letter set used in a Japanese letter input device, comprising 
the steps of: 

• providing a direction designation unit that includes a pointer; 

• moving said pointer in a two-dimensional plane from a reference position 
to a first direction designation position; 

• moving said pointer circumferentially to a second direction designation 
position; 

• returning said pointer to the reference position; and 

• detecting said first and second direction designation positions. 

Claims 28-45: 

These claims are dependent upon Claim 27 and thus includes allowable 
subject matter. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 2 June 2004 have been fully considered but 
they are not persuasive. 
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Arguments that Claims 23-26 do not read on Royer: 

Applicant argues that Royer fails to disclose the radial disposition of letters 
and symbols in a concentric circle form in M radially disposed directions and 
steps. Applicant provides no detailed analysis of Royer to illustrate how Royer 
fails to disclose this limitation. Instead, Applicant simply states that Royer fails to 
disclose the first step of the method of Claim 23. See Applicant's Response 
dated 2 June 2004 - Page 1 1 , fourth full paragraph, first sentence. 

Examiner disagrees. As indicated in the above rejection for Claim 23, 
Royer discloses every limitation of the claim. 

Arguments against 112, second rejections for Claims 23-26: 

Applicant argues that the scope of Claim 23 is definite because M and N 
are positive integers and because Japanese input systems typically arrange 
Japanese kana letters and symbols into columns and rows. Applicant indicates 
that the maximum number of columns and rows is dependent upon how many 
different symbols are made available for expression. See Applicant's Response 
dated 2 June 2004 - Page 1 1 , fourth full paragraph, second sentence through 
Page 12, first full paragraph. 

Examiner disagrees. As indicated in the above rejection for Claim 23, the 
claim is indefinite because the scope of the claim cannot be determined. 
Because the claim indicates that there is a certain number of "directions" and 
"steps," the claim must indicate a specific number or a range of numbers. As 
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previously indicated, Applicant may obviate this rejection by all references to the 
number of directions and steps. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 
the examiner should be directed to Doug Hutton whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-1701. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 
8:00 AM to 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Heather Herndon, can be reached at (703) 308-5186. 
The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned is (703) 746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 



WDH 

August 9, 2004 




DOUG HUTTON 
PATENT EXAMINER 
TECH CENTER 2100 



